188      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
a letter from Governor Chase, late Secretary of the Treasury, that you might be satisfied that I was not utterly unworthy of the assistance my friend Gen. Schenck had requested you to give me. Gov. Chase wrote me in reply from Salem, Mass., enclosing a letter to you which I forward with this. It would have been sent to you earlier but that I have been expecting for weeks to visit your camp again in company with Mr. Risley. Mr. R. has been and still is detained here by pressing business, and my funds are getting so low that it has become necessary to address you without further delay. And now, General, cannot you do something for me? You told me the number of liquor stores at Norfolk was limited to twelve. By permitting another, it will only, after all, be a "Baker's dozen." A general trade store including a limited stock of liquors I think might be granted me. I very much fear that I am becoming troublesome, but I am in so much distress that I am compelled to try every means in my power to procure remunerative employment. Were I sure that you had not received the letters I have hitherto addressed to you, I would explain at length my embarrassments, and the causes which led to them. But I think all this has been done in one or perhaps two of the letters you should already have received. And perhaps this would be unnecessary in any event. Gov, Chase, who is a friend of many years and knows my history, informs you that I have met with misfortunes. It is enough for me to add that they have left me almost destitute. You know, therefore, that I am in great distress, and if this constitutes any claims on you, I urge it. My knee, very seriously injured by a fall from an ambulance whilst on duty in Western Virginia, renders it impossible for me to seek employment requiring locomotion. The surgeons say that I can hardly hope to regain the use of my knee in a twelvemonth.
If it should prove impossible to give me the facilities I seek at Norfolk, is there anything else you can do for me? Or, can you give me hope in the future? In the event of the capture of Petersburg and Richmond, for example, can anything be found for me to do? Give my application a oharitabk consideration. Believe me, you seldom have an opportunity of being so serviceable to your fellow-man. It seems hard to me, crippled and unfortunate as I am, to see men who are in no need of assistance, and whom I know to be mentally and morally my inferiors, daily receiving positions and favors which I seek for in vain. But I have no more to say. I can